
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



DISCUSSION AND CORRESPONDENCE 337 

Coca and Betel Chewing: A Reply 

The question brought up by Dr. Laufer is an interesting one. Pedro 
de Cieza de Leon, perhaps the most reliable of the early chroniclers, 
went to the New World the year that Pizarro began his Conquest (1532). 
In Chapter xcvi of his "Travels" he tells us that in all parts of the 
Indies through which he traveled he observed that the natives took great 
delight in having herbs and roots in their mouths. In most of the villages 
subject to Call and Popayan they go about with small coca leaves in their 
mouths to which they apply a mixture, which they carry in a calabash,, 
made from a certain earth-like lime. 

A very common object in prehistoric Peruvian collections is the- 
lime-gourd, often full of lime. The gourds commonly contain the sticlc 
(often of bone) by which the lime was introduced into the cud. 

In the representations of scenes of their daily life, on their pottery 
vessels, the ancient Peruvian potters have solved many knotty problems- 
for us, and they did not neglect the one under discussion. Vessels show- 
ing human figures with lime gourds, and indeed in the act of taking the 
lime are not uncommon. A good example from Trujillo will be found in. 
Dr. Baessler's "Ancient Peruvian Art," plate 39, figure 199. 

The finding of so many lime-gourds and representations of men taking 
lime with pottery known to be pre-Spanish would seem to prove that the: 
use of lime antedated the advent of Europeans. 

C. W. Mead 



